Key Events - Chloride (Salt) in the Santa Clarita Valley

The timeline below lists the key actions the SCV Sanitation District Board has taken to preserve local control and to
protect its customers — the Valley’s property owners — from unreasonable State fines and to develop the smallest
and least costly solution to meeting the State’s legal requirements, since 1989, when the State set strict limits on
the salt level in the Valley’s wastewater (sewage) discharge to the Santa Clara River.

SCV Sanitation District (SCVSD) Again
Challenges State Salt Limit
SCVSD challenges State’s 100 mg/liter salt
limit, conducts scientific studies to justify
higher limit, and develops Alternative Water

SCVSD Presents Less
Costly Options for Public Review

SCVSD evaluates all feasible options to

meet State’s 100 mg/liter salt limits and

Wastewater (Sewage)
Treatment Plants Built
Two plants built to
treat wastewater for
the growing Santa
Clarita Valley.

!

State Drought
Exception
Valley is exempted from
meeting strict 100
mg/liter salt limit due to
State’s drought.

3

Resources (and salt) Management Plan.

State Re-affirms Salt Limit

State adopts strict 100
mg/liter salt limit and
compliance schedule.

avoid additional steep fines. A draft
environmental review and facilities plan is
scheduled for public review in Spring 2013.

State Sends Notices of Violation
6 & Issues Fine 10

State sends Notices of Violation to the SCVSD
threatening multi-million dollar fines if SCVSD
does not comply with State salt limits and the
approved timeline. State Issues $225,000 fine.

Fines are ultimately paid by property owners

8

State Sets Salt Limit

State sets strict 100 mg/liter
limit on salt levels in Valley’s
wastewater (sewage).

4

SCV Sanitation District (SCVSD)
Challenges State Salt Limit

SCVSD advocates for higher salt limit
of 143 mg/liter, but State rejects due
to rising salt levels in Santa Clara
River from automatic water
softeners and objections from
Ventura County Agriculture.

Alternative Water Resources
Management Plan Rejected
by SCV Sanitation District Board
SCVSD attempts to gain public support for
Alternative Plan to meet State salt limits.
Due to community opposition, SCVSD Board
of Directors requests more choices.

Water Softener Ban Reduces
Valley’s Salt Problem

By 2013, Santa Clarita residents
remove over 7,900 automatic water
softeners, greatly reducing Valley’s
salt levels and cost of new facilities

needed to comply with the State limit.
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